
March 14, 2023

Governor DeSantis
State of Florida
The Capitol
400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor DeSantis,

Thank you for your leadership in addressing the urgent and multifaceted threat China
poses to Florida and our country, not only militarily, but also politically and economically.
Your commitment and aggressive stance against Chinese land purchases is a critical
step in protecting our country from foreign threats.

As I’m sure you know, the Office of National Intelligence1 (ONI) has released its 2023
threat assessment for America. This report reveals the growing threat America faces
from foreign interests, such as China and Russia, abroad and domestically. These
foreign interests are not just engaged in buying up American land and spying on military
bases, they are also, as the report states, “using a variety of tools, from public
investment to espionage to try to advance technological capabilities, protect their
domestic firms from foreign competition, and facilitate these firms’ global expansion”.

All in an attempt to weaken America at our core.

More concerning is that the ONI assessment found that foreign interests (China/Russia)
are now attempting to “build influence at the state and local level to shift U.S.
policy in [their] favor because of the belief that local officials are more pliable
than their federal counterparts”. And in 2018, a House Committee on Natural
Resources investigation found that the manipulation of tax-exempt 501 (c) organizations
by foreign entities was a key tactic to influence U.S. policy. These front groups

1 2023 Annual Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence Community
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2023/item/2363-2023-annu
al-threat-assessment-of-the-u-s-intelligence-community
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advocate for foreign interests at the state and local level of American politics and
society.

Specifically, the Committee found that the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD)
arranged meetings with US politicians, held press conferences and coordinated publicity
events on behalf of foreign activists. The Committee has sought clarification and insight
into CBD's compliance with Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), all foreign entities
CBD engages in efforts to effect policy, and documents related to foreign funding.

CBD is active in multiple states, including Florida, and is attempting to influence state
and local policy makers in order to undermine American policy at the behest of foreign
interest. CBD has 195 staff members, almost half of them lawyers, and has spent more
than $100 million of undisclosed funds over the last 5 years. In Florida, CBD is led
by multiple lawyers and public relations experts who have teamed with other groups,
such as EarthJustice, to file multiple lawsuits in Florida courts in an attempt to impact
public policy. They also run aggressive media and social media propaganda campaigns.

One policy area of deep concern, which was detailed in a recent article from Bloomberg
titled "Russia and China Have a Stranglehold on the World’s Food Security,"2 is
agriculture and raw critical minerals needed to maintain America's food supply, many of
which are found in Florida. We believe that this area has become the focus of foreign
interests and their front groups such as CBD. The DOI report found that, with the
conflict in Ukraine and other tensions building around the world, the intentions of
America’s foreign competitors are to control global supply chains and “using those
supply chain dependencies to threaten and cut off foreign countries during a crisis.”

Common Sense America is a non-profit policy and advocacy organization focused on
developing common sense solutions to issues facing everyday Americans. This is why
we have called on Congress to expand their investigation into the Center for Biological
Diversity and other foreign front groups. We urge you to launch your own
investigation and review of the Center for Biological Diversity and other front
groups for potentially utilizing foreign resources and engaging in actions in the
state of Florida with the goal of undermining America’s food production, and
economic and national security interests.

2Alan Crawford, Frank Jomo, Elizabeth Elkin and Matthew Bristow. “Russia and China Have a Stranglehold on the
World’s Food Security.” Bloomberg, February 19, 2023,
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2023-02-20/feed-the-world-without-fertilizer-why-crop-nutrients-are-
suddenly-political#xj4y7vzkg.
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Thank you for your attention to this critical and timely national security issue. I look
forward to working with you to address this challenge and ensure that our nation's
natural resources remain secure and protected.

Sincerely,

Steve Crim
Executive Director
Common Sense America

Enclosure: Copy of June 20, 2018 Letter to the Center for Biological Diversity from the
House Committee on Natural Resources

CC: Attorney General Ashley Moody

Paul Renner, Speaker of the House, Florida House of Representatives

Kathleen Passidomo, President, Florida Senate
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